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25X11 ta view of the importance attached to the recent trial of Nikola Petkov. 
Bulgarian Opposition Deputy, [tho 60th 

25X1 Session of the Bulgarian Grand National Assen ¥> held on 5 Ame 1947, is of 
iuterest since it records the parliamentary debate concerning the request of 


25X1 the Proseoutor of the Sofie District Court, to deprive Softa Deputy Nikola 
25X1 Fetkov of his parliamentary immmity ond authorization for his arrest or 
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Vladimir Dinchey (Commmist): The question ig: What does article one 

‘of the Law PCr the Defense of the People's Government provide: Tt reads: 
“Shoscever forms or leads within the country of abroad orzanizations or 
groups which are aimed at tha overthsoy, uadermining, or weakening of the 
asteblished covernment of the state. through ecup dtetat, revolution, 
sroubles, terrorist activity or crimes dengerous to soalety, ig punishes 
able by the heaviest penalty - death or life imprisonment." Therefore, 
che prosseusor is fully authorized to sand this letter and te request ous 
authorination,. Is thes accusation of the pressautor unaupported? Does hie: 
send this letber without eroumdst 


Yoice from the Opposition: By Order of the Party 
re ee ee 


Yoice from the Op position: They wote that which wes dictated to then. 


Dimohevs I must assure you, gentlemen deputies, thet sleven members of 
the Commission expressed themselves on the evidsuce presented, We were 
all conscious that the task given us was importert and essentiel, The 
iP Qppesition representatives on the conmission witnessed the seriousness a 
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the cuim, and cbjectiveness with which the evidence was examined. _ 
Ye do not condem, Our task is to make pronouncement whether we find 
the prosecutor's request to be founded, whether there is sufficient 
evidence in support of his request. ‘We examined the submitted data 
without any party prejudice. 


Voice from the Opposition: Ther> is nobody to believe yout 


Dimchey: ..«« but, as I said, objectively and clamly. It is beyond 

ou at we have two verdicts on the two conspirative organizatiors, 
"Neutral Officer" and "Military Alliance". These verdicte were issved 
by lawfully established courts, with complete freodem of defense, with 
full freedom for the presentation of evidence. ...0 Dimiter Tzvetkev 
should tell his comrades that when a verdict comes into legal force, 
then, according to our laws, it has been correctly issued according 
to the facts (retorte from the Opposition). . 


Voice from the Opposition: Vere the Fascist verdicts correot? 
Peter Anastassov (Socialist):« You are Red Fascists t Saree 


Dimchev: In reading all this accusing mterial you can find in the 
testimonies of the accused absolutely no note of a forced confession 
(laughter from the Opposition), taken forcibly or otherwise (retorts 
from the Opposition). Only people with an extremely light and uncor 
scientious attitude toward certain judiciary material can (jabber in 
the manner of the gontlemen of the Opposition. Hach legal mind, in 
reading these testinonies, will intuitively know that they tell of 
things that are completely true (retorts from the Opposition)e eesc 
The accused confess their muilt end disclose their inspirers, those 
that have urged them on, that have psychologically prepared them 
to ombrace the idea of conspiracy and activities Por en ermed coup 
d'etat erainst the authorities, those who have urged them slong this — 
criminal road. Many of the accused confess that they have been ine 
fluenced by that which they have read in Narodno Zemedelsko Zname 
and Svotoden Mared and by that vhich has been spoken to Cheme cees 
Hesitant officers have been piven conviction by the other officers; 
they have been led to meet Nikola Petkov, and after having been in 
his study they have come out calm, inspired, as some of them say, for 
the idea of conspiracy and coup d'etat. 


{Here Dinchev reads extracts from the testimonics of 
Peter Jetchev and Stefan Avramov and others.) 


Dimchev: If the prosecuter had sent a letter to request the trial 

of Nikola Fetkov only on the strength of the military section that 

would heve been amply sufficient. Because if the military section 

has been formed to attract officers with the clear intent to be able 

at & riven moment to overthrow the fovernment by force, then the ori- 
minal act in paragraph one of article one ia completely covered. The 
testimonies of these two officers show that such a military section 

has in reality been formed, that Peter Koov is a member of this 
section, that in the name cf that section Peter Koev maintains contast, 
encourages and assists the formation of the other two military consyirae - 
tive fascist orranizationse... It has often been said here that ths 
Opposition maintains the strugrle with the ballot only. You see thet 
only one yoar after 9 Seotember, after the defection of Petkov fron 

the government, Petkov, Koev and others of the Opposition are at the — : 
bottom of these conspiracies. Therefore, they wish to overthrow the 
fovermment by armed coup d'eteb, by oppression, and not by the bellot. 
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You can speak hypocritically of whatever you like. The bicrest 
conspirators talk only of democratic moans of reaching powor pending 
the completion of their conspiracy. Peter Koov does not act on his 
ow initiative. Poter Koev is the most intimate and closest firlind 
of Nikola Petkov. Peter Koev informs Nikola Petkov about everything. 
In his contact with these officers Peter Koev speaks on behalf of the 
section, in the name of the political secretary at the head of this 
organization, which grows and prospers under his care. If Koev ace 
tually was procesding only in hig own name they would not decide to 
converse and contact him. 


In the platform of the organization "Neutral Officer" there is 
the foliaving point: "le should get in touch with the Opposition”. 
Avramov is charged with the maintenance of tnis contact. As I said 
in the begiming, the reason for it is clear, The officers will ef- 
fect the coup d'etat but they will then have to hand over the power 
to someone and when they seek somaone they can rely on they find 
Hikola Petkov - they find the Opposition - they find the deputies 
around Nikola Petkev, as well as others who agree with these projecta 
and supply them with inspiration, 


Kotcho Bonev (Arrarian National Party); You wish to break up the 
Tigrarian Union t 


Dimehevs Kotcho Bonevi You are enough of a coward to keep avay 
Trom these dangerous matters. 


Bonevs One head to one lifet 


(Dinchev reads written testimony of General Ivan 
Constantinov Popov.) 


Dimchev: Yes, geublemon, you had prepared to take over the govern- 
nent, you had prepared the necessary personnel as well so as todie 
minete those that hinder youe You have on many occasions addrossed 
yourself to us here with the words: "Soon will your song be finished t" 
The more gullible of you have even mentioned a time limit of fifteen 
days+ee0 Your conviction ia certainly due to the fact that you be~ 
lieve that you can force the will of the Bulrarian people with the 
assistance of international reaction. You must remember, however, 
that we are not in 1923, thet today the authority is in the hands of 
workers ond peas:nts joined in oe holy union, mindful of the lessen 

of the past, and that every attempt to inflict a blow on the people's 
authority will meet the steel mscles of this strong Fatherland Irom: 
orgerizetion which unites all "atherland Front democratic forces. 

Any among you will perceive that nobody's coup dtetat will succeed! 
(Retorts from the Opposition.) (He continucs to read the testimony): 
“two days after I met him I went to his home on Tsar Shishman Street. 
He received me in his study. Our conversation lasted forty--cive 
mimrtes.... Ue described the internal situation of the country as 
highly tense because of the unlawful acts of the authorities, the lac: 
of measures to limit the high cost of living, etc." 


Why do these officers always scek out Nikola Petkov for his 
analysis of the internal and international situation? All that heve 
Bone to him state that they requested his opinion on the internal ani 

ternational situation. Because, through his tendencious interpre- 
tation of the extornal situation, by speaking of the widely publicizod 
atomic boribs which were stated to be very fearful, of the very 
great power of Amorica, of the weakening power of the Fathcrland Pret, 
of its negation by the people, of the sufficient exhaustion of the 
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Soviet Union which is no loneer capable of opposing the greater demo- 
cratic powers, he hag wished to emphasize thal the overthrow of the 
Fatherland Front and their taking over of power is impending. When 
the first man of the Opposition, Nikola Petkov, leader of the Opposi~ 
tion, speaks so authoritatively to officers, who can be magnificent | 
as officers but who understand little of polities, who have no orien- 
tation in political life and international events; and when Wikola 
Yetkov makes this statement in the manner which He deems proper, then, 
I beg you to agree, his vords will have a reflection in their minds, 
they will listen, they will follow his lips, and they will follow hie 
instructions. , 


(He reade): "... I gave hin detailed information on the organiza= 
tion ‘Neutral Officer’, namely, organization plan, aims, problens, 
means. I cave him no namos at this meoting, but only said that wo will 
appoint a general staff officer as liaison to his staff-military, section, 
He approved of the existence of our organization and asked me what he had 
in the provinces. I replied that I will tell him more and acquainted 
him with the desire of the Central Committee of our organization to be 
shown reliable people of his in the provinces for the estabMshmont of 
contact end common effort. That he promised to do in the next meeting 
after reflection and consultation with a person of his staff the name 
of which person he kept secret." «esse te have brought out the activity 
of the militery section. [t is to win influence among the officers and 
to make use of them in an eventual taking over of the government by forces 
Speak out, are these facts? You have a stenciled reply: this has been 
dravm out by oppression, this does not correspond to the facts. Even if 
fifty persons were to speak in this direction we would be obliged to lie 
ten to the Oppositionsss. 


(Reading, fron the testimoyrof Colonel Marko Ivanov): "Vs went to 
Nikola Potkov's home dressed as civilians; he received us immediately 
end I presented Colonel Gergov to hin as a representative of our group 
of officers rho works in the army so that we can collaborate with hime 
Then I said that we would like to hear his opinion of the situation. 
He made a review of the situation and stressed the fact that the Father» 
land Front government is dictatorial. I told him that the mass of of- 
fleers on active service would be on his side. Ie said that he is welt 
aware of the humor and attitude of the officers toword him and his party 
because bs has been visited by quite a number of officers who have offered _ 
him their collaboration, 112 proposed to him as army. chief of staff Gencral 
Popov, retired. He said that he had been told of Popov, and that he would 
have our recommendation in view. ‘6 sugrested the above changes as first 
steps to throwing the Communists out of the army. On the question of seo 
sistant-cormmanders, we told him that it would be best to have them go. 
He had a very negative attitude toward them, saying that ths; are completely 
superfluous and that they are merely tranemitters of Commmism. He al- 
luded that the Communists may not cede authority. Then I told him that 
ws are resolving the problem at its worst, by which I wished to tell hin 
that we are also prepering o coup d'etat. He understood my meaning because 
he made a certain reserve, that he intends first to carry out the strugele 
by legal ways, and that could nnly be by extreme means. Later, by the 
faot thet he agreed to publish our articles in his nowspaper, it was clear 
thet he apreed and accepted our collaboration." 


ecao There is no need of further proof «ee. The question is very 
clear. The prosecutor, examining the witnesses' testimonies, the confes- 
Bions of thescused, the press materials, certain letters addressed to 
foreign powers ('Mshzari') finds that there is sufficient ground for 
Petkov to be tried, on the prosecutor's conscience and convictions 
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Gentlemen! Ue aro ularmed if a crime like mrder is committeds 
How can we remain silent if Wikola Petkov, led by his painful ambi- 
tion to be at the head of the government and to command ....> does 
not hesitate at the prospect of starting a civil warthich would cause 
mmdreds of thousands of deathst 


Voice from the Opposition: You are at present distributing arms in the 
villages, hat use do you want to make of it? 
sens Therefore the Commission finds that the request of the pro~ 
or mist be acceded to and that the Assembly should decide to de~ 
ete Nikola Petkov of his immnity and euthorize him to be arrested, 


examined, tried, and punished according to the law (applause by the 
Majority. ) 


President Kolarov: The word is ¢iven to Deputy Titko Chernokoler, 


Titke Chernokolev (Communist): Gentlemen Deputies! The accusation 
against Nikola retkov is very serious. It is nothing surprising, 
nething new. It isthe logical ending of an anti~national career of 
Nikola Petkov from the moment he broke away from tho Tatherland Front 
and slid dowm the slope of reaction (applause by the Majority). 


Ivan Ginchev (Acrarian National Party): ‘Shy did he break away? < 
Chernokolev: I shall ‘tell you why presently. 


Gincheve Becaise he did not wish to march to your tune but to the 
tune of the Bulrarian people. 


President ieiares (Rings sees 


Chernokolevs Li sten well ~- At tho tine when Nikola Petkov left the 
Fatherland Front, despite the great ‘efforts made by our party and by 

a1] Fatherland Front parties to save him, he explained his separation 

by the words that he does not agree with the interference which the 
Communist Party was alleged to be doing in matters of the Agrarian Union, 
with the arbitrarinoss of the militia, etc...edeclarin:, that he arresp 
with and remains true to the program of the Fatherland Front. He strove 
to convince public opinion in our country, to convince his own comradss, 
and public opinion abroad, that he has no program divergencies with the . 
Fatherlend Front. What happened? Society imagined that Nikla Petkov | 
would then begin a loyal, creative, and constructive sriticiim to correct 
ineufficiencies and the errors of the Fatherland Front rovernment. How 
ever, Nikole Petkov, under the veil of a fight against the insufficien- 
cies and licenses here and there in the countryeses 


Voice from the Opposition: Everywhere, not here and there oses 


Chernokolevs .«. he adapted in general his conduct to a hostile line of 
conduct toward the Fatherland Front. Let us examine whether there is one 
undertaking in our country from 9 September on, carried out by the Fathor= 
led Front, with which Petkov has agreed. Can it be that all the Father~ 
land Front has achieved in internal and foreign policy is bad? oe.eilikola 
Poetkev declared against the efrarian reform. Nikola Petkov declared against 
the labor conperative farms, against the abropat ion of the monarchy, against 


the constitution. 
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Chernokolev: He declared against the granting of assistance to the 

es of fightera who perished. He started a campaign for the 
liboration of Fascists from prisons end concentration canps, against 
the lew for the defense of the People's Government, against the eco~ 
nomie policy of the government of the Fatherland Front, for the de- 
crease of the price of industrial goods. He declared against the ene 
tire internal policy of the Fatherland Front. On foreign policy, 
Petkov began with letters to foreign powers, and with appeals to fo- 
reigners to interfere in our internal affoirs. At the tine of the 
peace conference, Nikola Petkov assisted the enemies of the Bulgerian 
people, so as to have a heavy peace treaty come to our people - then 
he committed the greatest of treanns against people and fatherland 
(applause from the Majority). nie 


eoes He wants to spoil our good relutions with our liberstors, 
He carries on intrigues at the time of the money exchange; he wants 
to spoil our good relations with France. Ile intrimes daily with the 
Great Powers. He places his stake on war. He does not place his 
stake on the collaboration between Great Powers but on the conflict 
of the Great Powers. Nikola Potkov awaits thie conflict in order to 
come to powere «as. when he lost hope that he would come to power by 
the road of the people's confidence, by legal means, then he took to 
the old and tried coup d'etat methods; he tock the same road of the 
reaction after the last wars that reaction had lost the confidence of 
the people and attempted to overthrow the government of the people by 
means of coups d'etat, conspiracy, by winninr over the reactionary 
forces inthe army. Nikola Petkov attem*"s at present to bring about 
@ restoration through armed strugrle. 


The facts brought out by the prosecutor, the data contained in tha 
trials, the wll-knowm facts of the inimical anti-national policy of 
hikola Petkov, his comections with the foreign reaction, show utterly 
clearly that; Nikola Petkov is the main organizer and center of the re- 
actionary forces in our country (applause by the Majority). 


paiee from the Ovppositions The peasants have no bread and you speak of thejz 
heavine ers? 


Chernokolev: ‘ig shall be the preatest crininals in the eyes of our 
people if We are silent snd inactive. At a moment when Nikola Petkov 
and @ group of reactionaries around him undermine national umity, de 
Stroy the powers of resistance of our people, disorgenize the forces of 
the people for the rehabilitation of the country, in a moment when civil 
war is carried on on our southern border, we oan not allow ourselves thy 
lwury to tolerate any futher this criminal and shameful activity by Mie 
kola Petkov (applause and cries of "true" by the Majority). Nikola Pole 
kov must be sent for trial by the court of the people, to answer for his 
oriminal anti-national activitye ” , 


With the sonscience of a highly patrictio duty being fulfilled, 
and following the interests of the people and the country, the parliamen- 
tary group of the Cormmmist Party will vote to have Nikola Petkov de~ 
prived of his parliamentary immunity and to have him tried by the coun- 
try's tribunals. 


We are convinced thet many of you will reccenize this fateful mozmat 
and will not connect your activity, your name, and your existence =~ ro=- 
member, as a loyal oprosition within the limits of the laws « with the 
criminal conspiratorial activity of MERTD READS If you align youre 
selves with these criminal conspir ie £ procedure which Nikola 
Petkov uses, you beoome an anti-national (reports from the Opposition), 
for which you should make your accounts very carefully. Remember, for 
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you the moment is decisive. You have on hand a possibility to break 
BWaY cone 


The Opposition: Allapaeieces 


Chernokolev: ... fram the traitcrous anti-national activity of Nikole 
Petkov, and, if youare honest people, to begin work together with all 
the remaining parties of the Fatherland Front (retorts from the Opposi- 
tion). You can be cerkain that we shall not allow you further license. 
ie shall not allow fools to play rough-house (applause by the Hajority). 
The Grand National Assembly will “bind the priest so as to have peace 
in the villege" (applause by the Hajority) eos. 


Christo Yurukov (Radical Farty and Mihail Genovski (F.F. Agrarians)s 
Goth confirm the approval of ste respective parlianentary proups anc 
declare that they will vote for the proposal.) 


President Kolarovs (Gives the floor to Depty Asson Stamboliiski.) 


Assen Stamboliiski. (Agrarian ‘ational Party): (mot with arplause from. 
the Opposition) T com not to defend likola Petkov but to state that 
the Bulrarian people knows thet he is irmocent ... and if anybody should 
judge “ikola Petkey it should be the Bulrarian poople and not you (ap-~ 
plause and *Bravo' from the Opposition). 


Nikola Ailukov (Corrumist): The Bulrarian people has lone ago condemnnd 
him as a traitor. 


Tzola Dragoitcheva (Commmnist )s Where are the Bulgarian peuple? 
Stamboliiski: I know where the Bulgarian people are, Kadame Dragetcheva. 
Voice from the Majority: Where ere you? 


Stamboliiskiz I know where I am. Iam where my place is. (applause 
from the Opposition.) 


Voice from the Majority: With the traitors, with reactions 


Stemboliiski: I shall not be with you, while you continue in this di- 
rection. — 


Minister Anton Yugo. You have a guilty conscience (applause from the 
Najority). You are he who armed the group in Pazardzhik countye You 
are &@ pub-kesper, you are no fighter at all, and you stain the name of 
your father >see 


Stemboliiski: It is clear, from the report of the argument which (Dimchev) 
tries to construct, thet everything is built upon sand (applause from she 
Opposition). The words of Chernokolev.o. made clear that the aim is purely 
politioal.... I respect my father and I stend there where he stoodo 


Luben Gumerof (Commmist): You are with the murderers of your father. 


Stamboliiski: The murderers are here (points to the Ministers’ dest) 
(Applause from the Opposition)...» The aim is purely political = to 
safeguard the Bulgarian peorle from new perturbations, You know per- 
rectly well that the Bulcarian Agrarian National Union has only one means 
of strugele ~ the ballot (applause from the Opposition). 


Minister Yugovs Tell us why you armed the bands in Pazardzhik? 
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Stambolliski:s Ure Yurova I was ought with a pistol in my pocket 
‘and you carry pistols (applause from the Opposition).e.. When 

you were being persecuted, Madame Tzola Drayoicheva, there were three 
or four conspiracies in the files of the Stute Security police and 
in a given moment when the government was feoling weak they brought 
these omspiracies out in order to consolidate their pusitions - 


Dimiter Kotev (Communist): And who killed your father? Were there 
mo orpanizers of coups d'etat then? There they are nowt (shows the 
Opposition). 


Stambolliski: The orranizers of coups d'etat and the murderers of 
my father are here, at your desks (shows the desl: of the Ministers). 
And only theres (long applause and cries of "Bravo" from the Opposi~ 
tion end retorts from the Majority). 


President Kolaror: Please let the speaker contime,. 
Stemboliiski: It is clear that the aimis political. 
Yugovs Only you have no notion of politicse 


Stamboliiski: I+ was whispered to us in the corridor, before we en- 
tered the session: "Mow we shall understand which of yeu are wise." 
You wish to find traitors amon us? You will not find them! (ap- 
pleuse and cries "true" from the Opposition). You can be certain that 
you will not find themt 


Dimtter Gewxgiev: That means that we shall not find wise and honest 
persons among you! 


Stamboliiatis Thev all are honest, You will not find traitore thereeces 
ore calm, gentlement Jet the Minister of Interior take care to find 
accusations for me. I declare that I am the first ‘udarnik’ (sock 
ea to go to prison after Hikole Petkev (applause from the (pposi- 
tion )e 


phe The “inister of Interior must warn you that the People's au» 

ority is well organized and will place every criminal like you and 

many others in their places, That is what I can tell you (stormy ap~ 
plause from the Majority)» 


Stamboliiskis eee The Agrarian Parliamentary Group declares through 
me that itoee is ready to serve the Bulgarian people as it has served 
the people up to the presente ; 


Yupovs Whosoever becomes alipned with Nikola Petkov, he will have a 
$ ar fate. 


Stamboliiski: Beware of burning bridges, because you have burned suf~ 
ficient collaboration bridges already.o. ‘We declare that we stand be- 
hind our secretary Nikola Petkov.... The God of the agrarians is alives 
You may be certain, whatever efforts you may exert to set the leaders 
of the agrerian movement aside from your road you will not succeed.ae 
The Agrarian Union did not stop to exist with the death of Alexander 
Stamboliiskiase. nor withthe death of Petko Petkov, nor when ite other 
leaders were persccuted and arrested. He will not stop to exist now 
after you put Nikola Potkev in prison. The Aprerian Union will remain 
united and undaunted inthe defense of Bulgarian demooracy... and the 
dawm of democracy will soon cone (applause from the Opposition). 


President Kolarov: (Gives the, SgepmerzaL, Ivan Pashov). 
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Drs Ivan Pashov (Commmist): ... It is not a pure hazard that in 
our country 88 well as abroad renction liftea up ite head and starte 
organizing. Is it a hazard that at present in Hungary the Prine 
Minister is to be tried for troasone..? The competency of the Na= 
tional Assembly is to state whether there are grounds to deprive hin 
of his imamity. The Bulgarian courts sre competent to state whether 
he is guilty or innocent. .«e. The Fatherland Front has yet to play 
a very long, important and responsible role for our country. The 
Fatherland Front will resolve all its responsible historic problems... 
and cach one who tries to impede this progress... will be crushed 
(applause from the Majority). You wish to commit treason ‘iowmrd the 
people and the Fatherland. But the people will not allow you to play 
with it. From 9 September on, the people have taken its destinies in 
ite orm hands. The people will no longer entrust any fovernment to 
VoOUecee ‘ 


Todor Tiholov: (Spokesman for the Socialist Government Parliamentary 
oup): (xexpresses approval of the proposal to doprive Petkov of his 
immunity) 


Yani Yanev (tAgrerian, Government') (Ap:roves proposal to deprive 
ov of his immunity). 


President Kolarov: ly. Lulchev has the floor. 


Kosta Lulchev (Socialist): I came in the name of the parliamentary 

group of the Workers' Social Democrat Party, United. (interru,tion) «+ 

to reply to the request of the prosecutor with a "No" (interruption).. 

In o moment of important international events (interruption) when Bul= 
varie awaits the ratification of its treaty (interruption) in order to 
start on the road of calm and normal political development (interruption), 
when the Assembly is to deliberate on the most important and fateful of 
issues (interruption) « the elaboration of the, constitution (interruption) 
the work of the isserbly must be stopped, in order that the Assembly should 
attond to the request of the prosecutor (interruption)...the environment 
at which this question was placed in the Assembly speaks sufficiently 
clearly of the tendency and aim in which it was placed (retorts from the 
Majority). The Assembly vme honored for this occasion by the pres-nce 

of all ministers... and by the presence of numerous groups of foreign 
guests in the corridors of the Assembly (applause from the Opposition). 
An important and fateful question! .... Wikola Petkov is not a casual 
anybody (interruption) he represents 1,500,00 voteseasee And lot it be 
Imown: the decision of the Bulgarian people and of its represontatives 

to fight for freedom ond democracy shall net be crushed (applause from 
the Opposition; retorts from the Majority). 


Yugove All thoss who encourage orgenizers of coups d'etat and who per» 
Toteate in conspiracies will have a similer fate (applause from the 
Majority). Whosoever defends Nikola Petkovists, he is en organizer of 
coups d‘etet, he outlaws himself, This should be well understood by yous. $ 
(Series of interruptions - the speech of Luichev d*its to side topics 

in vrief exchanges with Communist deputies. ) 


Yorden Pansyotov (Zveno) and Peko Takov (Commmist): (Approve of the 
request by the prosecutor.) 


President Kolerov: (Gives the word to Nikola Petkov). 
Nikola Petkovr (Agrarian National Party): (met with appleuse and 
standing up by the Opposition): Gentlemen and Ladiest It appears 
that only I shall be calm here and shall make no show of nerves, fol- 
lowing the advice of deputy Titke €] TT pueL TT shell not justify my 
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solf, because the innosert do not need to justify themselves. (ap- 
Planse by the Opvosition). My task has been very much fecilitated 

bv deputies Titke Chernokolev,. Dr. Iwan Pashov. tha Minteteaw «7 T 
torior and by the Prime Minister himself, All four of them stressed 
very clearly: the personality of Nikola Petkov is not aimed et and thet 
personality has no significance. The aim is different = to strike dam 
the seéretary of the Bulgarien Agrerian National Union... (applause by 
the Opposition). 


Georgi Kostov (Communist): Organizer of coup d'etat. 


Petkovr; .«.. to strike down the organization of the Bulgarian peasants 
(applause by the Opposition) because today it stands on an unshakeable 
position. This position is: independence of the Bulgarian Agrarian 

National Union (appiiuse by the Opposition) independence of the organi- 
gatilonal life of the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union, strugele for the 
freedoms ard rights of the Bulgarian people (applause by the Opposition). 
That is where the blow is intended (retorts by the Majority). I be, of 

yout You all had your turn to speak, have the fairness to allow a man 

to say a few wordse' I beg of youe It 1s not much that I want. I do 

not justify myself. Have a little patience! You spoke most insolently, ‘ 
most nervously, even though you had said that you would be objectives 


Chernokoleyv: You are trembling 4 


Petkov: I nover tremble. liy hands may be troambling from other things, 
as those of other tremble from other thingss 


Chernokolev: When a man has sold his conscience, he trembles. 
vatkovs My conscience has always been clear. It has always been clear, 
because a1] in my family have had clear consciences. There are no persons 
of impure conscience in my family and there will not be such. All of you 
have thougt: for a long time and have constantly said, even to some of cur 
agrarians, that Nikola Petkov will escapes. You see for yourself that iWi- 
kola Peatkoy is here, that he has not escaped. 


The Majority: He cannot escape 


Petkov: Do not talk like thie. You Ilmow very well whether one can es= 
‘ape or not. Genblomen, Titko Chernokosv has very well said it! The 
blow here must ba piven against the position of the Bulgarian Agrarian 
National Union (retorts from the Majority). Dr. Ivan Pashov said "The 
same thing that havpened in Hungary must happen here.” The reply is in 
the question itself, 


Ketevs There aro traitors, both here and theree 

Petkov: However, I am obliged to say that even today the Agrarian Union, 
of which I have tho honor to be secretary, stands on the same platforn. 
This pletform is the same as it was on 9 Septembera 

Dragoicheva: Do not profane the 9th of September $ . 

Petkov: These positions are: collaboration with the Cammmist Party vet 
Squal rights and equal obligations (applause by the Opposition), and 
the right to free organizational life for the Agrarian Unione 


Dragoicheva: You would not find a single coup d'etat organizer: in the 
Vomnmnist Party. as 
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Petkov: It is not the Agrarian Union which altered its positions,  __ : 
youes.s you want co interfere in the internal life of the Agrarian 

Union (applause by the Opposition). And that is true, because even _ 

today the governrent is in a crisis, beonuse you wish to interfers 

in the affeirs of that section of the Agrarian Union which is with 

you (applevse by the Opposition). And today you declare, or better, 

you will declare Obbov and Georgi Dragnev aa traitors, and you will 

cast them cut, beCzse in the last momont thoy too understood thet 

the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union cannot be liquidated by enyone 

(applause by the Opposition). 


Chernokolev: This intrigue will not succeede 


Petkovs But I declare here that you will not succeeds You will not 
succeed in making the brcakthrough that you desiree At 8 o'clogsk to= 
day, in these corridors, Georgi Chankov and Titko Chernokolev summoned 
Assen Stamboliiski and told hims "You have still an hour's tim to 
think, and to obey in order to save yourself (applause by the Opposi~ 
tion and cries of "Shame"). This is the truth. 


Chernckolev: This is a liet ve shall not collaborate with traitors 
youe 


Petkov: There ~ Assen Stamboliiski is here. 
Chernokolev: This is a lie’ (Retorts from the Opposition). 


Petkovs I beg of you, you have made proposals even to me personally, 
I agree to obey I can again come to the Fatherland Front with 
Yous 


Chernokolev: Who has made you that proposal? 


' Petkov: I do not wish to say. There are persons on this desk here 
(pointe to the Ministers' desk), I do not wish to say. And if I heve. 
not accepted, it is because today I. still telieve in the platform on wich 
all these comrades stand (showing the Opposition)s equal rights, and equal 
oblirations. Give freedom to the Bulgarian people andwe shall all cons 
to yous 


Y 


Yugov: Freedom to the people, not to conspirators i 


Petkov: Mr. Minister! A little quist, please. I listened to you for 20 

Tong, you have had an entire day at your disposal. You have the preas at 

your disposal, you have all. Now you will be abies to pour all the accusa= 
tions that you wish on an imprisoned ran. 


Yugove The magistrates will do their best. 


Petkove As you see, I do not even justify myself. Cive mo a mimte's 
« lave a little good manners. 


Xugov: All right; all right. We. shall learns 


Petkovs You do need to learn. The Bulsarian Agrarian National Union 
Will hold te the same platform. And you deceive youreslf, if you believe 
the contrary. You will not find a turn-coat omong these comrades (shows 
the Opposition) whom you wish to corrupt by various ways (applause by the 
Opposition and cries of "Bravo") because none of them will choose to ba~ 
come, not 2 defender of Nikola Petkov -~ I told you that the personality 
has no significance -— but the liquidator of the organisatio of the Bie 
garian peasants and of the greatest Bulrarian: Alexander “tamboliiskitt 
{all Opposition deputies stand up and applaud for a prolonged period). 
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Chenckoley: It is significant that Lulchev alao has risen! 


Petkovs Gentlemen deputies, I condludeg I go to the prison with 
Joy (applause from the Opposition). 


The Majority Aheanenaasces b 


Petkov; I was cast out in 1938 from this same National Assembly for 

® seme reasons ~ struggle for the rights and freedoms of the Bulgartan 
people, struggle against personal regime, together with ten of your cone 
rades (applause and cries "Bravo" from the Opposition). Now as then ~ 
I declare that I consider myself happy to have the honor and happivess 
to follow the destiny of my father and my brother - to give my freedom, 
and if necessary - my life, for the freedom of the Bulgarian people. 
(Long applause from the Opposition and cries of "hurrah" ). Long live 
the Bulgarian Agrarian National Union (applause from the Opposition 
and cries "lon live"). Long live liberty! (All Opposition deputies 
stand up, give long applause and cries of "hurrah" ). 


Fresident Kolarov: (Rings) We shall coma to the vote on the propose) 
of the Camulssion of the llinistry of Justice (some of the Oprosition 
deputies begin to leave). 


Chernokolev : Waitt 


The 0 ition: Down with dictatorship! Long life freedom! (Deputies of. 
iS Opposition go out). 


President Kolarov: «se(reads)... "In accordance Articles 99 and 100 
of the Roguiation of Internal Order, the Grand National Agserbly at- 
cedes to the reqicst of the prosecutor of the Sofia District Court, 
deprives Sofia deputy Nikola Petkov of his parliamentary immmity and 
authorises his arrest end trial according to the prosecutor's letter,” 


I beg the deputies who agree with this proposal to raise their 
hand. Majority. The Asserbly adopts the proposal. (The Majority 
deputies stand up and applaud for a long time.) 


The osition: Shame! Hommuuuuuunmd ceoeo (the Opposition deputies heat. 
rv the exit and sing: “Yhoscevor falls inthe struggle for freedom, 
he does not perish, he is mourned by earth and sky, beasts and nature; 
minstrels sing of hime..-"). 


President Kolarov: The session is overe 
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